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Chard egg supplier goes 
into administration 


Mansell 


Raceway 



WESTCOUNTRY EGGS. 



The company had been operating since 2004. 


BLACK- 
DOWN Hills 
Westcountry 
Eggs 
(BHWE), 
based in 
Buckland St 
Mary and run 
by the Cottey 
family, went 
into adminis¬ 
tration on 
July 27, just 
as the August 
edition of The 
View was 
going to 
press. 

The com¬ 
pany - which 
supplied eggs 
for supermarkets, 
wholesalers, farm shops 
and restaurants - has 
cited tough trading con¬ 
ditions and a drop in de¬ 
mand for the decision, 
and had informed its 
near-20 farmer suppli¬ 
ers. 

In a message posted 
on its website, a 
spokesperson for the 
free-range egg producer 
wrote: “Sadly, as from 
last Friday 27th July 
2017, Blackdown Hills 
Westcountry Eggs has 
ceased trading, due to 
commercial pressures, 


market forces and health 
reasons. 

“This was a very dif¬ 
ficult decision made by 
the Cottey family, after 
years of hard work to 
build the business up 
from nothing. 

“We would like to 
thank everyone who has 
supported us and 
worked with us during 
this time.” 

Industry experts have 
suggested that then loss 
of a contract to supply a 
leading supermarket 
may have contributed to 
the company’s demise. 


The business was 
founded in 2004, and 
the company had ex¬ 
panded to reach a 
turnover of more than 
£11 million in the year 
ending October 2017. 

A spokesperson for 
the administrators said: 
“In the absence of fur¬ 
ther funding being read¬ 
ily available, the 
directors decided that 
the company had to be 
placed into administra¬ 
tion. The business 
ceased to trade on July 
31,2018 and all 18 re¬ 
maining staff were made 
redundant.” 

Another industry in¬ 
sider suggested that not 
only was BHWE af¬ 
fected by the usual drop 
in egg consumption dur¬ 
ing the summer, but also 
that the free-range egg 
market has run into con¬ 
siderable oversupply. 

As reported in Farm¬ 
ing UK, Robert Gooch, 
chief executive of 
British Free Range Egg 
Producers Association, 
expressed concern about 
the rapid expansion of 
free-range egg produc¬ 
tion. 

He said: “We have 
been concerned for the 
last couple of years. 

“Numbers [of eggs 
produced] have been in¬ 
creasing by 10 per cent 
each year whilst con¬ 
sumption has been in¬ 
creasing by just five per 
cent. 

“Expansion is double 
the rate we need.” 
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to move up a gear 



PLANS to expand and improve facilities 
at Mansell Raceway, based at Dunkeswell 
Aerodrome, have been approved by East 
Devon District Council (EDDC), subject 
to certain conditions. 

Mansell Raceway, backed by former 
Formula 1 world champion Nigel 
Mansell, will have a new workshop, re¬ 
ception area, and visitor and race control 
facilities will be built in a new building 
next to the 750-metre outdoor kart race 
track at the aerodrome. 

The new buildings will replace current 
mobile offices and other buildings. 

EDDC had passed the plans last year, 
and the application was revised by mov¬ 
ing the location of the building, rotating it 
more towards the racetrack and increasing 


the height by 50 centimetres. 

Cllr Paul Carter, who represents the Ot- 
tery St Mary Rural ward and is lead coun¬ 
cillor for the rural economy, was quoted 
as saying: “It is great to see this business 
moving forward as they have been there 
for a long time.” 

Dunkeswell Aerodrome is home to a 
number of businesses and organisations, 
including Devon & Somerset Flight 

Training, military vehicle de- _ 

signer and manufacturer Supacat, 
and one of the heritage centres for 
South West Airfields Heritage 
Trust. 

Speaking to The View on Be¬ 
half of Mansell Raceway, Njal 
Lovell said: “Mansell Raceway is 


putting a substantial investment in to the 
circuit to improve the facilities and bring 
them up to modern-day standards, and the 
building structure was designed to sit 
within the landscape and of a similar style 
to the aircraft hangars that are close by to 
us. 

“The circuit, that celebrated its 50th 
year last year, and brings a lot of tourism 
in to East Devon.” 


An image of Mansell Raceway 
from Google Maps. 



Fantastic 
outdoor and 
camping 
supplies in for 
this Summer! 

Available now at 
The Army Surplus Shop, 
Heathpark Industrial 
Estate, Honiton. 

See page 9 
for details! 


(A) Keep warm this winter with Southern Fuels see backpage for details 
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Tim Maddams: chef, writer, 
presenter and Game Hero 



Game heroes wear tweed, not Spandex. 
Photo courtesy of Tim Maddams. 


YARCOMBE-based Tim Maddams - private chef, 
writer, cookery teacher, and presenter - has been 
nominated in the 2018 Eat Game Awards. 

The awards are a new initiative created by three 
leading British businesses, James Purdey & Sons 
Ltd, Boisdale Restaurants and Taste of Game, to, 
said a spokesperson, “...bring together the shoot¬ 
ing, game meat and hospitality sectors to celebrate 
the wild game meat produced in Britain”. 


Mr Maddams, who has been a regular on televi¬ 
sion screens - he led the team at River Cottage, 
and has appeared on Sunday Brunch and The Food 
and Drink, Show - has been nominated in the 
Game Hero category, and is the only nominee in 
any of the nine categories in the Blackdown Hills. 

Mr Maddams - he authored 2015’s The River 
Cottage Game Handbook - said: “I spent much of 
my childhood on the family farm in Wiltshire, 
gleaning a close understanding of farming. 

“This fostered a love of the great British coun¬ 
tryside, wild food and quality produce which 
forms the cornerstone of how I think about food 
today.” 

Speaking to The View, he said: “It’s a honour to 
be nominated for these awards; it’s high time we 
had awards to celebrate the wonderful work done 
both within the food and game industries, though I 
am not entirely sure I qualify as a game hero.” 

“Anyone who has seen me shoot will be able to 
confirm this for you, once you stop them laughing. 

“To have my work in this field recognised along 
with such legendary others is lovely, and the 
shooting and stalking in the Blackdowns are im¬ 
portant parts of the rural economy, and it helps to 
support bio-diversity, and rare habitats, in the area. 

“Please do go onto the site and vote in the pub¬ 
lic vote for whoever you like.” 

The awards spokesperson added: “The Eat 
Game Awards are to find the champions of British 
game and to reward their success, innovation and 
passion in working with this natural countryside 
harvest.” 

To vote, visit www.eatgameawards.co.uk before 
September 30. 


Local B&B up for 
national award 



Lucinda McAlpine of Bowhayes Farm B&B. 


MAKING a brace of 
local businesses nomi¬ 
nated for national award 
is Bowhayes Farm 
B&B, which has been 
shortlisted for an award 
that, to quote a 
spokesperson, “...cele¬ 
brates the best independ¬ 
ent hosts and hoteliers 
from across the UK”. 

The B&B, in Culm- 
stock, has been short¬ 
listed in the ‘Quirkiest 
placed to Stay’ category 
at the eviivo Awards. 

“The awards”, contin¬ 
ued a spokesperson, 

“celebrate the best of 
Britain’s bed and break¬ 
fasts, guest houses, inns 
and small, independent 
hotels.” 

Bowhayes, run by Lu¬ 
cinda McAlpine, has 
reached the final stages of 
the nomination process, and over the coming 
weeks, its application will be judged by a panel of 
industry experts before the winners are announced 
at the awards dinner on October 16 in London. 

Said Lucinda: “At Bowhayes Farm, we work so 


hard to give our guests a fantastic and unique ex¬ 
perience. 

“We are absolutely delighted to have that recog¬ 
nised through this shortlisting for the Quirkiest 
Place To Stay Award and hope we are successful 
on the night.” 


Summer fun for Hemyock WI 

HEMYOCK WI enjoyed Pimms and 
scones in the garden of its treasurer, San¬ 
dra Featherstone. 

The president Lynn Taylor, thanked 
Sandra for her hospitality, Karen for the 
scones, and Elaine for organising the 
evening. 

The competition for the prettiest 
teacup was won by Annette. 

The next meeting will be back in 
Forbes Lounge when there is a chance to 
learn about what goes on in the ‘Beauty 
Annexe’. 

There will be a competition for a 
flower from the garden and also for the 
prettiest mirror. AS 



Grants 
available 
after the 
Axe Vale 
Show 



It's time to write and submit your application. 

THE crowds flocked to this year’s Axe Vale Show, 
and there was certainly a wealth of things to see 
and do throughout the day, report the organisers. 

A spokesperson said: “As a result of the magnif¬ 
icent support, the show committee is now prepar¬ 
ing to evaluate applications for grants from 
individuals and organisations in the local area.” 

Simon Hodges, the show’s chairman said: “With 
the great turnout and support of local people, we 
have been able to raise significant funds that we 
can now award to worthwhile causes within the 
area, just as we have been doing over the last 24 
years.” 

The Axe Vale Show’s constitution aims to sup¬ 
port activities that benefit of the inhabitants of 
Axminster and the surrounding area. 

The spokesperson continued: “Favourable con¬ 
sideration will be give to those applications that 
offer the provision of facilities for recreation or 
other leisure time activities by individuals or 
groups from any age or social, economic or wel¬ 
fare considerations with the intent of improving 
the conditions of life for the target groups.” 

Applicants who fit these criteria should in the 
first instance request an application form from the 
Grants Committee, Axe Vale Show, Thomas 
Whitty House, Silver Street Ax min ster EX 13 
5AH, or to enquiries@axevalefestival.org.uk 

Applications MUST be received before Septem¬ 
ber 14,2018 to be considered. 

NB 2019 will be the 25 th anniversary of the 
show, so please make a date in your diaries for 
June 22 & 23. 

Follow the show on Facebook & Twitter, or 
visit www.axevaleshow.com. 


Rector to 
retire 


AT a combined service 
at St Mary’s parish 
church, the Hemyock 
congregation will be 
joined by members from 
Culm Davy chapel, 
Clayhidon and Culm- 
stock churches as they 
say farewell to Rev 


David Burton as he re¬ 
tires from full-time min¬ 
istry. 

The service, to which 
all are invited, will take 
place on Sunday, Sep¬ 
tember 9 at 10.30am 
followed by a lunch at 
the parish hall. 
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Heatwave reveals hidden 
depths in Churchstanton 



Prehistoric enclosure, Churchstanton.This is a large, probably prehistoric enclosure in the Blackdown Hills defined by 
a thin ditch with an entrance towards the top of the photo facing east. Photo: Damian Grady. Copyright and used 
with permission of Historic England. 


ONE of the upsides to the heatwave, and accompanying near¬ 
drought, of 2018 were the hidden treasures that it revealed, al¬ 
beit not at ground level. 

Take to the air, or use a drone with a camera, in a number of 
locations in the UK and Neolithic settlements are visible. 

One of them (pictured above) is a large, prehistoric enclosure 
that appeared at Churchstanton. 

A spokesperson for Historic England, which supplied the 
image, said that the heatwave “provided the perfect condition”s 


to see the crop marks because of the lack of moisture in the soil. 

In all cases, the remains were revealed as differences in 
colour or in the height of crops or grass. 

Duncan Wilson, the chief executive of Historic England, 
said: “The discovery of ancient farms, settlements and Neolithic 
cursus monuments is exciting. 

“The exceptional weather has opened up whole areas at once 
rather than just one or two fields and it has been fascinating to 
see so many traces of our past graphically revealed.” 
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A busy Autumn 
beckons for local 


gardening club 

THE members of the Gar¬ 
den Club have enjoyed a 
busy Summer schedule of 
garden visits. 

In June, it was the Ab- 
botsbury Subtropical Gar¬ 
dens and in July, Tintinhull 
and East Lambrook Gar¬ 
dens, where lunch and af¬ 
ternoon teas were taken. 

The group is now back 
into the season of presenta¬ 
tions at Churchinford Vil¬ 
lage Hall, which started on 
August 15 with Paul Ren- 
dell sharing his knowledge 
of wild plants in Devon. 

On Wednesday, Septem¬ 
ber 19, Jeremy Wilson will 
be presenting a talk entitled 
‘Blood, Sweat and Tea’. Je¬ 
remy is a specialist tea 
grower with a nursery in a 
walled garden overlooking 
Slapton Ley. He grows 
plants for the plantations in 
Cornwall and is a very en¬ 
tertaining speaker. 

A special date for diaries is 
Wednesday, October 17. 

Anne Swithinbank, the famous 
freelance gardening broadcaster and 
writer is coming to talk to the Black- 
down Hills Garden Club. She is 
known as a regular panellist on Gar¬ 
deners ’ Question Time and has pre¬ 
sented Gardeners ’ World. She also 
recently judged the show gardens at 
the Taunton Flower Show. 



Anne Swithinbank at a Gardeners' Question 
Time event. Photo by Scyrene. 

Entry is free for members or £8 for 
visitors and will be available for pur¬ 
chase soon. Why not come to one of 
the regular meetings to enjoy a talk 
and buy a ticket for the special Octo¬ 
ber event? 

All club meetings are at Churchin¬ 
ford Village Hall and start at 7.30pm. 

Contact Tim Allen on 01823 
601022 for more information. Please 
keep an eye out for posters for further 
details. 

TA 


Send your news to 
blackdowns@tindlenews.co.uk. 
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Offer Ends 3 I st October 2018 

V. 01297 32002 
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New Generation E-bikes. 



axcess 


Full details on our website 

. www.axcess-electric- 
bikes.co.uk 

electric-bikes — 


Unit 1, Devonshire Court, Devonshire Road, 
Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX14 2SB 
Open Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 


0140441692 


3 frame shapes 
Choice of colour 
2 battery sizes 
In stock NOW 
From £1275. 


"Power to get you there...and bring you back" 
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Blackdown Hills Repair Yarcombe flower 
Cafe is a darn good idea 


HALFWAY through the 
first year of the Black- 
down Hills Repair Cafe 
seems to be a good time 
to review its progress. 

After three events, the 
happy band of volunteer 
repairers, which now 
exceeds 25, has mended 
around 125 items, rang¬ 
ing from vacuum clean¬ 
ers to garden tools, bird 
tables to bicycles, 
clothes to antique furni¬ 
ture and computers to 
precious ceramics. 

Around 75 per cent of 
items have been given a 
new lease of life, not 
only saving people quite 
a lot of money in not 
having to buy new, but 
also preventing many 
otherwise viable items 
ending up in landfill. 

Some people have 
asked why the repair 
cafes have, to date, only 
been held in Hemyock. 
The answer is simple - 
because most of the re¬ 
pair volunteers come 
from that village or 
close by 

As one of the main 
objectives of a repair 
cafe is to foster commu¬ 
nity friendships and co¬ 
operation, and 
organisers of the cafe 
would like to encourage 



show delights all 


Who's a clever sew-and-sew then? However, it's not just those good 
with needle and thread whose skills are required. 


people of other parishes 
around the Blackdowns 
who are thinking about 
holding a repair cafe in 
their area to start sound¬ 
ing out possible local re¬ 
pair volunteers as a 
basis for a pilot cafe. 

Meanwhile, one of 
the computer repairers 
has set up an online 
forum, Repair Cafe 
Central, to provide a 
central location for con¬ 
versations and sharing 
ideas in the UK’s repair 


cafe. 

It can be used by any¬ 
one to post hints and 
tips, experiences and 
ideas which will help 
new cafes to get started 
and existing cafes to try 
new things. Sign up for 
an account free by visit¬ 
ing http://repaircafecen- 
tral .forumotion .com/ 

The next Repair Cafe 
is at Hemyock Parish 
Hall on Saturday, Sep¬ 
tember 22 from 10am to 
12 noon, where it is 


hoped to have a full 
range of repairers, so 
dig out those items that 
have been gathering 
dust but you can’t bring 
yourself to throw away 
and see if they can be 
mended. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact trishacom- 
rie@gmail.com, call 
01823 602908 or find it 
on Facebook at Repair- 
CafeBlackdowns. 

TC 


Send your news to 
blackdowns@tindlenews.co.uk. 
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Friends 

showered 

with 

generosity 

AS part of its fundrais¬ 
ing for St Mary’s 
Church, Hemyock, the 
Friends held an open 
garden and cream tea af¬ 
ternoon recently, which 
raised £345, where, visi¬ 
tors were able to enjoy 
the lovely grounds of 
Golden Orchard. 

The Friends would 
like to thank the owners 
of the property and all 
those who supported the 


If an ad 
is wrong, 
the ASA 
is here to 
put it right. 


ASA! 





c//Alowbrook 
r „ Nursery and 
Garden Centre 


A great choice of colourful flowers 
to rill your garden full of Summer 
Sunshine * whatever the weather* 


W1LLQWBRQQK PETS 
with St Grfes Animal Rescue 
Family Dog Show 19th August 
Lots of different classes to enter 


We have pond fish, food, plants, 
waterfalls, pumps, filters & lights 


GAEL jdncL TEA ROOM 
Why net treat yourself to either a 
cream tea or Lovington's ice-cream 
in our lawned tea garden 


On the mam A38 T&untorVWellington 
TELEPHONE • 01823 46132*' 
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YARCOMBE managed 
to put on another won¬ 
derful flower show this 
year, despite the chal¬ 
lenge the weather has 
given to many gardeners 
with the lack of rain and 
the prolonged increase 
in temperature. 

The crowd was 
greeted by a row of 
wonderful scarecrows, 
created in various differ¬ 
ent forms, from both the 
adults and the children. 

The fuchsia’s grown 
on from a plug plant 
were called ‘New Mil¬ 
lennium’ . They pro¬ 
vided a warm welcome 
to the village hall, many 
of them full in their rich 
deep cerise and purple 
flowers. 

This year there were 
81 exhibitors in the 
show, 27 of them being 
children. There were 
487 entries overall, with 
the highest class entry 
for adults being the 
fuchsia plug plant and 
the junk model for the 
children, this is exclud¬ 
ing the potato dig. It 
was brilliant to see some 
new faces taking part, 
we hope you enjoyed it 
and will be back again 
next year. Please en¬ 
courage friends and 
family in the village to 
have a go, we would 
like to think there is a 
class for everyone. If 
there is not, then please 
let us know what you 
would like to be in¬ 
cluded in the schedule 
for next year as soon as 
possible. 

The show took on a 
slightly different layout, 
which we hope im¬ 
proved the refreshments 
area. 

There was a wonder¬ 
ful display from the 
children once again, 
from beach scenes and 
butterflies, to junk mod¬ 
els, collages, decorated 
flower pots and very 
impressive bug hotels. 
All the children were 
given a pouch of choco¬ 
late for entering. 

Following on around 
the hall to the creativity 
of the handicraft, some 
beautiful and delicate 
work from some very 
talented people. Knit¬ 
ting, needlework and 
pottery being amongst 
the exhibits. The dog 
coats will be passed on 
to charity, so thank you 
very much. 

Then came the flower 
arrangements, so much 
time and thought gone 
in to some amazing dis¬ 
plays. The miniature 
garden was a delight, 
and the bottle top 
arrangements were so 
delicate. The spectacu¬ 
lar WW1 Centenary and 
Reflection exhibits 
were magnificent along 
with the natural Bare 
Essentials displays. 

The parade of colour 
in various shades was 


beautiful in the 
flowers section. 

A superb multi 
headed 
stargazer lily 
took the prize 
for the best cut 
flower from my 
garden. The rich 
red flower ex¬ 
hibits were 
stunning. Fuch¬ 
sia’s were 
awash in vari¬ 
ous classes, 
with their strong 
striking buds 
and flowers. 

Sweet peas 
were delicate in 
tone and elegant 
in their vases. 

Photography 
was well sup¬ 
ported this year 
and very strong 
in quality. A real 
variety of im¬ 
ages were cap¬ 
tured and the 
representation 
to the class ti¬ 
tles was great. 

Hopefully we 
can come up 
with some inter¬ 
esting topics for 
next year too. 

The fruit and 
vegetables took 
up the centre of 
the hall along 
with the cook¬ 
ery. Quite a lot 
of room was 
needed for the 
rather large 
marrow in the 
heaviest veg¬ 
etable class! 

Due to diffi¬ 
cult growing 
conditions there 
were slightly 
less entries in 
this section but 
the quality was 
still very impressive, 
lots of love and water¬ 
ing must have taken 
place. The garden col¬ 
lections always look so 
incredible with such 
variation. 

The cookery exhibits 
took up the other end of 
the centre of the hall, 
and there was definitely 
enough for a decent vil¬ 
lage feast. Savoury and 
sweet, pickles and pre¬ 
serves, something for 
everybody. Several at¬ 
tempted the set recipe 
loaf along with several 
delicious looking 
brownies. 

The potato dig 
brought great anticipa¬ 
tion as always, queuing 
up to see what was un¬ 
earthed from their hard 
earned labour. An im¬ 
pressive 2420g for the 
big dig and not far be¬ 
hind with 1985g for the 
little dig, certainly a 
great achievement. The 
potato variety was Os¬ 
prey. We thank Joan and 
Geoffrey Berry for sup¬ 
plying the seed potatoes. 

Raffle Prizes were in 
abundance and we must 
give thanks to Otter 



The Armistice centenary display (top) scooped a first 
prize, while the miniature garden took second. 


and everything has run 
like complete clock¬ 
work. We hope that we 
will be able to step up to 
the challenge going for- 


Nurseries, Barley- 
mow’s, Forde Abbey, 

Percorama, Seaton 
Tramway, Kings Garden 
and Leisure Centre for 
their generous donations wards and make her 
along with the Commit- proud of what she has 
tee members, their sup¬ 
port helps the flower 
show to be able to func¬ 
tion. 


Sadly, a heavy rain 
shower appeared just as 
it was time to pack up 
but hopefully everyone 
went home happy. 

Earlier this year, there 
was the passing of Tony 
Spiller. Tony was an 
avid gardener who sup¬ 
ported the flower show 
for many years, in many 
ways, for this we are 
very grateful. 

The Committee 
would like to say a mas¬ 
sive thank you to Veron¬ 
ica Wadey. She has 
decided to step down 
from her flower show 
leadership role, she has 
been on the committee 
for the past 15 years and 
has been heading the 
show for the last 13 
years. I think we can all 
agree she has done a 
splendid job in that time 


taught us. 

We also thank George 
and Pat Bright who have 
also decided it is time to 
stand down from the 
Committee. George has 
been involved for some 
time now and Pat more 
recently. Their input 
over the years has been 
very important to the 
show. 

We are delighted that 
Sandra Bristol has 
agreed to take on the 
role as head of the 
flower show. So along 
with the rest of the 
Committee, we will try 
our best to deliver an in¬ 
teresting schedule for 
next year and hope that 
many of you will sup¬ 
port the flower show 
with lots of entries. 

Let’s keep this long 
standing village tradi¬ 
tion blooming! 

Julie Rich 
Yarcombe Flower 
Show Committee 
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A standing ovation at Friends 
of St Mary’s concert 



HAVING entertained on a previ¬ 
ous visit, The Wyndham Singers 
found themselves with an audi¬ 
ence of more than 100 when they 
gave a concert at St Mary’s 
Church, Hemyock, recently. 

The men’s singing group of 
just under 20 members received 
warm applause as the evening 
ended following a delightful va¬ 
riety of songs. 

The concert was organised by 
the Friends of St Mary’s who 
provided refreshments during the 
interval. 

The free concert made a profit 
of £860 to be equally divided be¬ 
tween The Wyndham Singers’ 
chosen charity, Exeter 
Leukaemia Fund and the Friends 
of St Mary’s, who would like to 
thank everyone for their support. 

Opening with the lively 
‘Leave Her Johnny’, a sea 
shanty, the mood instantly 
changed as the group performed 


‘Ave Verum Corpus’ by Mozart, 
followed by the melodic ‘Sum¬ 
mertime’, sung as one of the 
solos throughout the evening. 

Those who had not heard the 
group perform before realised 
their evening was going to be 
greatly enjoyed. Accompanied 
on keyboard, the singers’ diction 
was clear throughout and the dy¬ 
namics with four part harmony 
excellent, with the group’s sense 
of enjoyment quickly transfer¬ 
ring itself to those being enter¬ 
tained. 

The Four Strops, a quartet 
from within the group, then de¬ 
lighted with ‘Moonlight Bay’ 
from the 1950s film of the same 
name and ‘Blue Moon’ before 
the singers closed the first half of 
the concert with ‘Top of the 
World’, the moving ‘Tears in 
Heaven’ and the joyful ‘Sunny 
Afternoon’, a popular hit song in 
the 1960s by The Kinks, which 


had everyone’s feet tapping. 

Verdi’s well loved chorus ‘Va 
Pensiero’ from the opera 
Nabucco was the opening num¬ 
ber of the programme’s second 
half, followed by the humorous 
Eddy stone Light with ‘And So It 
Goes’ before the Four Strops 
sang ‘Ain’t She Sweet’ and 
‘There’s A Girl That I Love’. 

Following the Singers Without 
You, those in the audience with a 
birthday within two weeks of the 
concert were called to the front 
and were serenaded with ‘Happy 
Birthday’. 

On such a beautiful evening, it 
seemed appropriate the pro¬ 
gramme ended with ,What a 
Wonderful World’. With some of 
the audience giving a standing 
ovation, the audience were 
treated to two encores before the 
highly enjoyable evening came 
to a close. 


AT THE TOP 



TRY OUR 
PAYMENT PLAN 

3,6,9 or 12 months 
THE EASY WAY 
TO PAY 


& SCAFFOLDING SERVICES 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN - 
FROM LEAKY ROOFS TO RE-R00FS 

Ridge Roofing Ltd is a 
well-established company with over 
25 years’ experience behind them, 
working in partnership with most of the 
leading estate agencies and Devon & 

Somerset County Council. 

•Slating *Tiling ‘Flat roofing • Fibreglass flat roofs 
•Chimneys/Leadwork •Turnerized slate roofs 
•Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards • Storm damage/insurance work 
•All grant work undertaken • Insurance backed guarantees 
•Full public liability insurance *Free written quotations 
•All work guaranteed 


T: 01404 891813 M: 07789 555685 • 
stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com • www.ridge-roofing.com 
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Bravo, Oscar 



THE hot weather brought about a change of menu 
for those attending the community lunch on July 
18, as organisers opted for ham and various salads 
followed by meringues, strawberries and ice cream 
which made life a lot easier. 

Thanks to Veronica Wadey, Barbara Bearne and 
Doreen Parris for providing salads and to them to¬ 
gether with Barbara Salter, Liz Freeman, Pat 
Bright, Lesley Sutton and Mary Smith for kitchen 
duties before and after the meal. 

Rebecca and Peter Bell had been asked to tell 
everybody about the year spent ‘Training and 
Oscar’ also showing a photographic record of the 
experience. Having always resisted having a dog, 
they applied to many organisations such as Guide 
Dogs for the Blind or Deaf before being accepted 
by Devon and Cornwall Police as puppy walkers. 
The property had to be vetted carefully before they 
collected eight-week old Oscar and embarked on 
their adventure. German shepherds are good for 
tracking whilst spaniels are good for speed. The 
dog has to be confident dealing with many situa¬ 
tions and have the right temperament. 

The walkers are not expected to train the pup¬ 
pies, but to make them aware of commands, walk¬ 
ing to heel and meeting other dogs without being 
aggressive. 

After the 12 months, he had 12 weeks of inten¬ 


sive training with his handler getting used to 
searching buildings, gunfire, chases and detaining 
suspects, and is now working. 

Oscar has now been renamed Roscoe, and has 
made at least two arrests. 

The next meal will take place on Wednesday, 
September 12, which will be the 100th anniversary 
meal. 

It will be important to have definite numbers 
and anyone who has been in the past or would like 
to attend are asked to give their names in good 
time. See contact details below. 

In other news, Lin Box and Rebecca Bell in¬ 
vited all children aged over five to a morning at St 
John the Baptist, Yarcombe, learning to play per¬ 
cussion instruments. At the first session, eight 
youngsters chose to make music on a selection of 
soprano, alto and bass metallophones. 

The notes had been marked clearly so that they 
were able to follow the music provided. It is hoped 
that they may be able to perform a solo item at the 
carol service and perhaps at other events. 

This taster morning was melodious and enjoy¬ 
able and hopefully will be the first of many music 
lessons. 

Lesley Sutton 
01404 861386 


News from the South West 
Airfields Heritage Trust 



ESTABLISHED for¬ 
mally in late 2003 - but 
operating informally be¬ 
fore then - South West 
Airfields Heritage Trust 
(SWAHT) is to preserve 
the heritage and in¬ 
tegrity of the region’s 
World War II airfields 
for future generations, 
while honouring those 
who served. 

It operates two her¬ 
itage centres; one at 
Dunkeswell (Battle of 
the Atlantic) and the 
other at Smeatharpe (D- 
Day). 

At Smeatharpe, The 
Upottery Nissen Hut 
Heritage Centre tells the 
story of the run-up to D- 
Day and the actions of 
the 439th Carrier Group, 
including glider infantry, 
glider pilots and para¬ 
troopers of the 101st 
Airborne, also known as 
the Screaming Eagles, 
and whose exploits fea¬ 
tured in The Longest 
Day and Band of Brothers. 

A registered charity, SWAHT is open annually 
from Good Friday until the end of September, 
every Thursday to Sunday from 11am to 4pm. 

Private tours can be organised; visit www.south- 
westairfields.co.uk for more information. 


Fundraising militaria mini sales will be held on 
Sundays in September, October, and December 
(9th, 28th, and 2nd respectively), with an informal 
get-together at The Aviator restaurant at 
Dunkeswell Airfield on Wednesday, November 21. 

Contact Steve Parsons on 01404 46118 for de¬ 
tails. 
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Local lady chosen for 
World-First show 



EXCITEMENT was 
brewing last month for 
aSomerset tutor Jackie 
Nicholls from Ashville 
Design, near Chard. 

She has again been 
selected to exhibit her 
artificial floral designs 
for the 50th anniversary 
of The Great Dorset 
Steam Fair, Blandford, 
Dorset. The five-day 
event took place from 
August 23-27. 

Jackie said: “My fam¬ 
ily all love steam en¬ 
gines. In times gone by, 
my grandmother used to 
drive one. Despite nor¬ 
mally being a very styl¬ 
ish lady with hair and 
clothes ‘just so’, I have 
fond memories of her in 
oily overalls covered 
from head to toe in soot 
and looking more like a 
chimney sweep than a 
glamorous grand¬ 
mother!” 

Great Dorset Steam 
Fair is one of Europe’s 
biggest annual events. 
But this time, they were 
hoping to achieve a 
2018 Guinness World 
Record for being the 
world’s largest event of 
its kind. 

The stars of the show 
for 2018 were 500 full 
size steam engines from 
all over the globe. 

Such a gathering has 


never been seen, or 
achieved before. 

At the show in 2016 - 
as seen on BBC One’s 
Country file by 6.7 mil¬ 
lion viewers - Jackie 
was displaying her work 
in the Rural Craft Mar¬ 
quee and won a presti¬ 
gious award for “The 
Most Colourful and 
Artistic Craft Display”. 

The Audrey Lander 
Memorial Silver Salver 
was presented to her by 
the late Mrs Lander’s 
daughter and grand¬ 
daughter. 

Mrs Lander was the 
founder of the Rural 
Craft Marquee and it 
was her wish after she 
passed away, that every 
year the presentation 
would be made in her 
memory. 

Jackie said: “I’m ab¬ 
solutely thrilled to have 
been invited back again 
to this wonderful event, 
particularly when they 
are looking to achieve 
such a prestigious 
world-breaking record. 

“There are hundreds 
of stalls in the Rural 
Craft Marquee compet¬ 
ing for awards, so I’m 
just keeping my fingers 
crossed again. It’s all 
down to the judges’ cri¬ 
teria and preferences on 
the day.” 


Hemyock Village 
Hall events 


The events below are 
those held on a regular 
basis at Hemyock Parish 
Hall. To enquire about 
joining any of these 
events please click on 
the group name to find 
more details and contact 
information of the or¬ 
ganisers. 

Mondays 

Young Farmers - 
Every 2nd & 4th Mon¬ 
day of the month from 
8pm 

Badminton- Weekly 
1.30- 3.30pm 

Short Mat Bowls - 
weekly Monday morn¬ 
ings 

Art Classes - In 
Forbes Lounge, Monday 
mornings. 

Tuesdays 

Parent Baby & Tod¬ 
dler Group - 1.30pm to 
3.15pm - weekly 

Badminton - 7 - 9pm, 
weekly 

Tuesday Club - 7.30- 
9.30pm, every 2nd 
Tuesday 

Hemyock WI - First 
Tuesday of the month 
from 7.30pm 
Wednesdays 

Parish Council (pub¬ 
lic meetings) - First 
Wednesday of each 
month from 7.30pm 

Hemyock Gardener’s 
Association - 2nd 
Wednesday of each 
month between August 
and May. 

Luncheon Club - 12- 


2pm, every first 
Wednesday of the 
month 

Acorns - 2.15-4.15pm 
- Every third Wednes¬ 
day. 

Thursdays 

Short Mat Bowls - 
1.45-4.45pm - weekly 
Saturdays 

Hemyock Market - 
Third Saturday of each 


month from 10am to 
12pm. 

Hemyock Parish Hall, 
2B Hall View, Hemy¬ 
ock, Cullompton, EX 15 
3QW. 

Telephone: 01823 
680195 - Jean Dyke, 
Booking Secretary, or 
email hemyockparish- 
hall@gmail.com. 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 

Jtsocialmediatoo 


ASA1 


LJ Hydramatic 

UU ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 



Trade counter serving the Agricultural, Marine, Automotive Manufacturing 
sector, open 5 days a week for Hydraulics — Pneumatics — Bearings — Belts — 
Motors - wheels and Castors - Hose and tubing — Engineering consumables 


Trade and Public welcome 

Come and visit our trade counter now at 
unit 1 c-1 j Castle Road, Wellington, TA21 9JQ 

Tel 01823 660639, email sales@hydramatic.co.uk 

web www.hydramatic.co.uk 
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Crown specialist dealer 

Personalised approach to individual needs 

Bespoke kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms & home offices 

Replacement door & worktop service 

Ample FREE parking 


Trusted trader 


Please contact Keith for more details. 

Unit 6B, Lopen Business Park, TA13 5JS ~ 01460 242070 


www.watersidekitchens.co.uk 
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Nature on display in 
the Blackdown Hills 



VIEW reader Clive Lloyd took this 
photograph of a Jersey Tiger moth 
(Euplagia quadripunctaria ) in The 
Blackdowns. 

As the name may suggest, this 
moth is common in the Channel Is¬ 
lands, but was rarely seen else¬ 
where in the British Isles in 
Victorian times. 

It was described at the time as a 
“...a great rarity in the South of 
England, except one locality in De¬ 
vonshire”. 

Since then it has spread more 
widely in Devon and Cornwall, and 
has recently been seen more fre¬ 
quently in southern England, espe¬ 
cially on the Isle of Wight, in 
northern Kent, and even in south 
London. 

They have been seen regularly 
and in numbers every year in Lon¬ 
don first discovered at Devonshire 
Road Nature Reserve in Forest Hill 
since 2004. 

There is speculation that they 
have established a breeding colony. 

In the image below, taken by Sim 
Belline - a resident of Sainte-Mere- 
Eglise in Normandy on a flying 
visit to the Blackdown Hills - is a 


pearl-bordered fritillary (Boloria 
selene ). 

Mme Belline takes up the story: 
“The species is widespread across 
central and northern Europe, 

North America, and through Asia 
to Korea. 

“Specifically, it can be found in 
places like Germany, the United 
Kingdom, and Sweden and in the 
Midwestern United States in places 
like Iowa and the Dakotas. 

In the United Kingdom, Boloria 
selene is widespread across upland 
and western Britain, but is not 
found in central, eastern England 
or Ireland. “Its range appears to be 
stable through much of Europe but 
declines have been reported in at 
least nine countries, such as Eng¬ 
land. 

“This species is found across Eu¬ 
rope and North America in grass¬ 
land environments where native 
violets grow. It occurs in damp, 
grassy habitats, woodland clearings 
and moorland, but has also been 
found in dune slacks and coastal 
cliffs. 



THE Roe deer (above) was 
shot, in a manner of speak¬ 
ing, by long-time View reader 
Lesley Arbuthnot of Welling¬ 
ton. 

He captured the animal 
just before it scampered, star¬ 
tled by the sight of Mr Ar¬ 
buthnot and his zoom lens. 

He also provided this pho¬ 
tograph (right) of a slow- 
worm (Anguis fragilis ), 
which he a happened upon 
during another recent ramble 
in the Blackdown Hills. 


As with other contributors, 
he is reticent to divulge pre¬ 
cisely where he took the pho¬ 
tograph. 

The slowworm, in the 
United Kingdom, has been 
granted protected status, 
alongside all other native 
British reptile species. The 
slowworm has been decreas¬ 
ing in numbers, and under 
the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981, it is illegal to in¬ 
tentionally kill, injure, sell or 
advertise to sell them. 


Send your photographs to 
blackdowns@tindlenews.co.uk. 
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We also supply Regimental and Corps ties, lapel pins. Blazer Badgers, 
Berets, Regimental Plaques and associated veteran’s accessories. 

ARMY SURPLUS HONITON, 

npoTF CTF ON.DFIK 

UNIT 5, DURHAM WAY BUSINESS PARK, 
HEATHPARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
HONITON. EX14 lSQ 
www.armysurplushoniton.co.uk 
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ARMY SURPLUS DEPOT 


MOD disposals from the Army, the Royal Navy and Royal Marines, the 
Royal Air Force and selected Military Forces from around the world. 


• COMBAT TROUSERS - 
28" TO 50" WAIST 

• COMBAT JACKETS/ 
W1NDPROOFS 

•CADET BOOTS 


• ARMY GORE-TEX JACKETS 
AND TROUSERS 

• WATERPROOFS 

• ARMY SLEEPING BAGS 

• ARMY BIVOUACS 


ARMY RUCKSACKS 
PARADE SHOES 
RUSSIAN HATS (WARM) 
WORK OVERALLS - 34" TO 
60" CHEST 
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What a mill! It’s a 
site for saw eyes 


COWBRIDGE Sawmill 
open days will take 
place on Saturday 15 
and Sunday 16 Septem¬ 
ber from 11am to 
4.30pm. 

There will be guided 
tours, blacksmithing and 
woodturning displays 
throughout the weekend 
and refreshments will be 
available. 

Free admission, but 
donations welcome. 

The Sawmill is at 
junction of A396 and 
Wootton Courtenay 
Road, Timberscombe 
TA24 7TD. 


Planning 
an event? 

Putting 
on a show? 

It’s now 
time to tell 
the world 
all about it. 

Send 
details to 
blackdowns 
@tindlenews. 
co.uk. 



Furrowed brows and harrowing 
experiences at ploughing match 



SIDMOUTH Junction Ploughing Match will take 
place on September 9 at Ewins Ash, Dunkeswell 
EX 14 4TB, with kind permission from Mr Derry- 
man. 

This year’s event is hosting the Devon National 
Qualifier classes and entries and sponsorship are 


welcomed from visitors and the local area. 

This historic annual event has its origins in East 
Devon and it is believed this will be the 177th 
match. 

For further information, contact Phillip Gibbins 
at phillipgibbins21@gmail.com. 


‘Ways to Wellbeing’ 
evening this month 



THE East Devon Ways 
to Wellbeing evening, 
which includes the 
Acland Awards, takes 
place on Thursday, 20 
September at the 
Thelma Hulbert Gallery 
(THG) and The Beehive 
Honiton 

A spokesperson said 
:”It’s the main event in 
the East Devon AONB 
calendar, bringing to¬ 
gether our local advo¬ 
cates, businesses, 
AONB Partnership 
members and ambassa¬ 
dors, in support of our 
area of natural beauty. 

“Our focus this year 
is Art and Wellbeing in 
the Natural Environ¬ 
ment, and we’re de¬ 
lighted to start the 
evening with a viewing 
of the ‘Art on the East 
Devon Way’ exhibition 
at the THG.” 

The exhibition will 
feature artwork created 
as part of a project help¬ 
ing people of all ages to 
engage with the land¬ 
scape in “new and cre¬ 


ative ways” coordinated 
by THG, in partnership 
with the AONB, to cele¬ 
brate 25 years of the 
East Devon Way. 

The spokesperson 
continued: “There will 
then be an opportunity 
to learn more about how 
nature inspires creativity 
and improves wellbeing 
and overall health from 
our keynote speakers; 
environmental artist 
Ann-Marie Culhane, 
Dave Stone, Chief Sci¬ 
entist at Natural Eng¬ 
land and Virginia 
Pearson, Director of 
Public Health for Devon 
County Council. 

“We will also cele¬ 
brate exceptional local 
projects contributing to 
art, health, or wellbeing, 
or all three, in the envi¬ 
ronment, with the pres¬ 
entation of this year’s 
Acland Award, our an¬ 
nual commendation of 
innovative and mean¬ 
ingful activity that en¬ 
hances, conserves or 
promotes the AONB. 


“Come along and 
enjoy an evening of pre¬ 
sentations from our en¬ 
gaging speakers and 
connecting with others; 
with the opportunity to 
network in an informal 
environment over a 
complimentary buffet. 

Places are limited and 


available on a first- 
come-first-served basis. 
Please register to con¬ 
firm your attendance 
ASAP and avoid disap¬ 
pointment.” 

Contact info@eastde- 
vonaonb.org.uk 01404 
46663 or for more infor¬ 
mation. 
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SUNDAY CARVERY 

every Sunday 12-3pm 

Four Meat Carvery with selection of vegetables 
Go Large £17.95 • Adult £9.95 • Seniors £7.95 • Child £5.95 


Open daily 9am - 4.30pm 


Dunkeswell Airteld, Honiton, EX 14 4LG 

01404 090009 info@tacbar.com www.tacbar.oom 
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Barleymow’s 

Maize Maze & Outdoor Actfvities...a fun day out for all the family 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Saturday 21st July to Sunday 2nd September 
9.30am - 5pm (Last Entry 4pm) 

FARM SHOP & RESTAURANT 
8.30am - 5pm (all year round) 

Just ^2 mile west of Chard on the A30 follow the yellow signs 

Tel: 01460 62130 www.barleymowsfarmshop.co.uk 


New* from the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 


PICK UP VOLF FREE COPY 
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FESTIVALS & SHOWS • LEISURE • LOCAL SERVICES 


BLACKDOWNS HILLS PAR 
NETWORKGEX&aaflfll 
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Terms and conditions for Blackdown Hills 
competitions, offers and advertisements 

1. No employees ofView From The Blackdown Hills or associ¬ 
ated company or any company associated with a particular 
competition, promotion or game, or any member of their 
close family may enter. 

2. Unless otherwise specified, all entries must be made using 
the entry form(s) in the View From The Blackdown Hills. No 
photocopies will be accepted. 

3. Prizes are as stated and no alternatives, cash or otherwise, 
are available. 

4. All entries must be received by the closing date as pub¬ 
lished in View From The Blackdown Hills. 

5. View From The Blackdown Hills accepts no liability for any 
loss, damage or injury caused by any prizes won. 

6. Publicity may be given to any competition winners and/or 
entrants and their names and/or photographs printed in 
View From The Blackdown Hills. 

7. The determination and decision of the General Manager 
on all matters will be final and no correspondence will be en¬ 
tered into.The General Manager reserves the right in ab¬ 
solute discretion to disqualify any entry competitors, or 
nominee, add to, or write any rules, or to cancel the whole or 
part of any competition, game or promotion at any stage 
without prior notification. 

8. In the event of more than one correct entry being re¬ 
ceived, the General Manager's decision on the tiebreaker 
questions will decide the winner(s) of any competition, 
game or promotion. 

9. Where the View From The Blackdown Hills offers prizes on 
behalf of an associated company, these prizes are provided 
in their entirety by these associated companies. View From 
The Blackdown Hills cannot be held responsible for any fail¬ 
ure to provide prizes as specified and all enquiries in refer¬ 
ence to such prizes will be referred to the associated 
companies. 

10. Any closing date for entries and/or rules of play which are 
published as part of any competition, promotion or game 
form part of the rules for entry of that competition, promo¬ 
tion or game. 

11. No purchase/payment is required unless stated. 

12. Additional rules and restrictions may apply for different 
types of competitions or reader offers. Please see individual 
competitions and readers'offers published in View From The 
Blackdown Hills. 

13. Winners will be notified by telephone. Please note that if 
there is no reply, the prize will be redrawn. 

The proprietors will not be held liable for any loss incurred as 
a result of failure any or all editions of any newspaper in 
which an advertisement is due to appear, however caused. 
Orders for insertion of advertisements published by View 
From The Blackdown Hills are accepted subject to the stan¬ 
dard conditions agreed between News Media UK and the In¬ 
stitute of Practitioners in Advertising save that: 

All advertisements are accepted by the Proprietors on the 
express condition that the Advertiser guarantees his adver¬ 
tisement does not contravene the provisions of the Trade 
Descriptions Act 1968 or the Business Advertisements (Dis¬ 
closure) Order 1977. 

Advertisers are reminded that advertisements submitted for 


publication should not contravene the Sex Discrimination 
Act 1975, by indicating an intention to discriminate between 
the sexes. Where an exemption is considered, a statement 
giving details of the grounds on which the exemption is 
based must be offered to the Publishers. 

The Proprietors reserve the right to decline any copy of 
which they may not approve whether an order has been ac¬ 
cepted or not. 

Every care is taken to ensure prompt insertion of all adver¬ 
tisements but guarantee of insertion can not be given. No 
responsibility can be accepted for the omission of one or 
more series of advertisements, however caused, or for the 
loss or delay in Box Number replies. Artwork will be stored 
for a period of 6 months after use. It will then be destroyed 
unless return is requested by the client after publication of 
the final insertion. 

In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the pub¬ 
lisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part 
of the advertisement, as the case may be or make a reason¬ 
able refund of or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, re¬ 
fund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertise¬ 
ment. 

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed (A) the amount of 
a full refund of any price paid to the publisher for the adver¬ 
tisement in connection with which liability arose or (B) the 
cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose. 

It is the responsibility of the advertiser to notify the propri¬ 
etors of any error immediately it appears. 

The Proprietors'reserve the right to make any alterations to 
an advertisement to ensure its conformity with their news¬ 
papers'standards. 

They regret that they cannot accept responsibility for more 
than ONE INCORRECT insertion and that no republication or 
allowance will be granted in the case of typographical or 
minor changes which do not, in their opinion, affect the 
value of the advertisement. 

Rates are subject to revision and the right is reserved to vary 
contract terms and conditions. The placing of an order for 
the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an accept¬ 
ance of the above condition and any condition stipulated on 
an agency's order form or elsewhere by an agency or an ad¬ 
vertiser shall be void insofar as they are in conflict with them. 
View From The Blackdown Hills reserve the right to refuse 
any application for an advertisement or any advertisement 
on such grounds as they thinkfit. 

Whilst every care is taken when printing advertisements, we 
cannot be responsible for the quality of the advertisement if 
the advertisement copy, supplied by the customer, has not 
been compiled using the correct specifications for newspa¬ 
per print. 

Complete copies of our conditions are available on request. 
All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and 
semi-display) are subject to a 0.1 % Advertising Standards 
Board of Finance surcharge payable by advertisers, to help fi¬ 
nance the self-regulatory control system administered by 
the Advertising Standards Authority. 
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FULLY 
QUALIFIED 
AND FACTORY 
TRAINED 
HORTICULTURAL 
ENGINEERS 

SALES • SERVICE • SPARES 

Collection & Delivery Service^ 
Available in East Devon 

• BLOWERS 

• HEDGE TRIMMERS 

• SHREDDERS 

• CHAINSAWS 

• GARDEN TRACTORS 

• LEAF VACUUMS 

• BRUSHCUTTERS 

• C ™°" ERS OPTING HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm 
Sat 9am - 12pm 

Fax: 01404 548301 

01404 548300 

Unit 8 Devonshire Court, 
Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton 
email: mnrmowersltd@unit8.eclipse.co.uk 
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Cry ‘Havoc!’ 

ON August 4, Yarcombe hosted its annual terrier 
racing, which has become an established family 
event, attracting several hundred spectators who 
were treated to eight races in glorious sunshine. 

This year was the 44th anniversary and in the 
previous two years the event raised a total of just 
over £17,000 and the 2018 results are eagerly 
awaited. 

The venue was provided by David Meyrick and 
by Kevin Parris and family, providing a wonderful 
view of the some of the Blackdown Hills. 

Thirsty racegoers were well provided for by the 
Yarcombe and District Young Farmers’ Club beer 
tent. 

The Mount Veterinary Group from Wellington 
were there for the welfare of the dogs and Devon 
Free wheelers, with their ambulance for everyone 
else. 

Thank you to all our sponsors and advertisers, 
who were not only listed in the programme, but 
who were mentioned by our MC and commentator 
Philip Kerr. 

The organisers are very grateful to all who con¬ 
tributed in so many ways to make this event suc¬ 
cessful and enjoyable, with particular thanks to the 
owners and their dogs, some having accompanied 
their owners on holiday specifically to take part in 
the races, which were exciting, enjoyable and en¬ 
tertaining, and well worth all the effort put in by 
everyone involved. 

This year main sponsor of the evening was the 
Candlelight Inn at Bishops wood, and races were 
sponsored (in parentheses) by local businesses. 

Race 1 Open Terriers (Stags Estate Agents) 

1st Buffy owned by Mandy Cave, 2nd Reg, Gary 


and let slip the terriers of Yarcombe 



Kennard. 3rd Alfie, Karen Butt. 

Race 2 Open Terriers (Flintlock Inn) 

1st Ted, Tracey Strawbridge, 2nd Archie Gary 
Kennard. 3rd Woody, Del Broom. 

Race 3 Open Terriers (Howley Tavern) 

1st Boris, Bruce Strawbridge. 2nd Bear Growls, 
Emily Rawlings. 3rd. Holly Button, Del Broom. 
Race 4 Other Breeds (The Five Dials Inn) 

1st Clay, Stacey Ellard, 2nd Jess, Helen Andrew 
3rd Isla, Alanna Brynes. 

Race 5 Open Terriers (Stephen Beswetherick 
Opticians) 

1st Rudi, Matthew Hayes, 2nd Junior, Kate Long. 
3rd Dougall, Penny Sweetland. 


Race 6 Open Terriers (Phil “The Fish” Pearce) 

1st Jack, John Pearce, 2nd Oof, Emily Rawlings. 
3rd. Buffy, Mandy Cave. 

Race 7 Lurchers and Whippets Race (Alan Fer¬ 
rari, Master Thatcher) 

1st in a flash Chaise, 2nd Paddy both owned by 
Andy and Dee Mear 3rd Belle, David and Mary 
Burton. 

Race 8 Open Terriers (Forest and Land Man¬ 
agement) 

1st Dottie, Annie Harrington, 2nd Viper, Clifford 
Hillier. 3rd Diddy, Annie Harrington. 

Lesley Sutton and Clive Stone 



Above left: In Race 8, Dottie (1st) and Viper 
(2nd) are leading the pack to the finish. 

Above: Bruce Strawbridge with dogs 

Photos by David Little. 


Reins lead to muddy good fun for BHRC 



persisted and the next 
day after a session on 
natural horsemanship 
the weather cleared a lit¬ 
tle and lessons resumed. 
After lunch in the view¬ 
ing gallery, the arena 
was set up for a low-key 
dressage competition. 

Nearly everyone took 
part and nearly every¬ 
one looked like 
drowned rats at the end. 

Of course it was now 
that the wind died 
down, the rain stopped 
and a piece of blue sky 
appeared, just in time 
for the prize giving. 
There were prizes for 
the most improved rider, 
the tidiest, the happiest, 
although I didn’t notice 
one for the wettest. 

Those that had taken 
part had enjoyed and 
learnt a lot despite the 
difficult conditions. The 
organisers exhausted are 
having a well-earned 
rest and are ‘consider¬ 
ing’ next year’s camp. 

Sara Llewellyn 


WHAT comes to mind 
when you see the words 
‘riding club camp’? 

Lots of children? Red 
ribbons in plaits? Fuss¬ 
ing mums? 

Not so for the Black- 
down Hills Riding Club 
(BHRC); it was more 
like Glastonbury... 

Traditionally, the 
BHRC Camp is - for 
adults - an opportunity 
for us grownups to be a 
child again and have 
some fun with our 
horses. 

Juniors have been al¬ 
lowed to attend these 
days, accompanied by 
their parents and this 
has added an even more 
fun, yet still competi¬ 
tive, element to the pro¬ 
ceedings. 

It began well enough. 

The marquee went up 
without a problem. The 
camp leader’ had en¬ 
sured there was a plenti¬ 
ful supply of ice cubes 
and water. The horses 
were all housed in cool 
stables. There was a 
good supply of food and 


drink. And the prizes 
were laid out beautifully 
for all to see and aim 
for. Everything was 
ready, so let the games 
begin! 

Unfortunately, a 
rather large and angry 
weather front was lurk¬ 
ing out on the west 
coast. It ventured inland 
over night, saw the 
camp beautifully set up 
and did its worst. 

The wind blew, the 
thunder clapped, and the 
rain fell in torrents for 
most of the night. 

The marquee strained 
at its leashes then broke 
free and took off. 

The occupants of the 
tents hunkered down 
and tried to sleep, whilst 
keeping away from the 
tent sides, thus not en¬ 
couraging the wet to 
ooze through. 

Come morning, 
everywhere was soaked 
if it wasn’t flattened. 

The marquee was in a 
sorry state and a call to 
the owner brought him 
back to the venue to res¬ 


cue the situation. 

The wind defeated 
him and so the head¬ 
quarters were moved 
into a wooden viewing 
gallery. 

Mother Nature might 
have tried to destroy the 
fabric of the camp, but 
did it dampen the enthu¬ 
siasm of the attendees? 
NO! 

Quick thinking by the 
instructor ensured that 
the camp didn’t grind to 
a halt. 

Plaiting the horses 
mane and preparation 
for attending a show 
was now on the agenda. 
The rain stopped and the 
first group ventured out 
into the arena for a flat- 
work lesson. Did I de¬ 
tect smiles when I paid 
a visit? Wide grins and 
laughter greeted me. 

That night, it was 
only the very brave that 
slept under canvas, and 
the lorries and trailers 
found themselves being 
used as makeshift bed¬ 
rooms. 

The wind and rain 


On a positive 
note, the 
rain and 
consequent 
mud caused 
the conditions 
to be likened 
only to the 
Glastonbury 
Festival 
rather than, 
say, The 
Somme. 


Tour of Britain comes to Hemyock 



The cyclists tend to come through at a bit of a pace. 
Photo courtesy of The Tour. 


THE Devon leg of the Tour of 
Britain races into Hemyock on 
Monday, September 3. 

While difficult to forecast ex¬ 
actly, the a spokesperson for the 
race organisers has given an indi¬ 
cation of when the cyclists, and 
assorted support and media vehi¬ 
cles will race through the village, 
as well as the likelihood of de¬ 
lays. 

There will be rolling road clo¬ 
sures, and a designated clearway 
- no waiting and no parking - 
enforced from 9.30am to 
12.30pm. 

Around two hours ahead of the 
caravan will be a tow truck to re¬ 
move any vehicles parked ille¬ 
gally on the route. 

The spokesperson said: “To 
ensure the safe passage of the 
race it has been necessary to im¬ 
plement a clearway as the race 
passes through Hemyock. The 
roads this will impact on are 
Cornhill from the property 
named Woodlands into the Vil¬ 
lage Centre, Culmstock Road to 
the end of the village. 


Approximate timings are as 
follows: 

11.46am: the advance escort 
managing the race and rolling 
road closures should arrive in 
Hemyock 

11.56am-12.05pm (depending 
on their average speed) the race 


should arrive in Hemyock. This 
should then take a maximum of 
five-to-10 minutes to pass 
through. 

For more information, visit 

http://www.tourofbritain.co.uk/st 

ages/stage-two. 
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Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 



FOfl A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALinC nevUBUTY AMD TtAC* 0* MrJO 4*SUf1BD 
CALL O10M 940 097 or 07779 9M 996 
for « FREE Mtinwrto 
12 Krtwul Strwt Utlcubnu, 
Ciillonp^Aorv Devon, EK1S SAP 


5 


& 

D 


Countryside Management 


I 4ind miin.igrmt'nl for iHin*farm<*r\ 


• d'?*««i|>»# il type* o* fendr* 

• trrw*i ree-cml 

• Pjitu'i mraiMNit (topprc >|rfyir« *s4I-|l 
► mrf ft. *t Mtdif I 

• von.«cO*« 

• nept*rs md nrH fefrlcatons 

• caitkim jndfiid 

'A'* hut ttv r*uthrwy aid «o«n»i be udd* .**o«t 
ttLAv ntfiiptw*( puttem • both j———- 

0« ird 5f*^i fro«i f»* picral ^ rv ’ c Fjrroci 

rjmm loo m|nrfr*equne 


01460 234472 wtvw.fivefarnicrx.co.uk 


Oven Cleaning 


Roofing 


TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN! 

I BEFORE f AFTER 1 

• Ovens • Ranges 



• Filters • Extractors 

1 i-r 


• Hobs • Microwaves 



• BBQs • AGAs 

Call or go online today for your free estimate 

oVencleah 


0800 840 7127 

The original oven cleaning specialists 


ovenclean.com 


\A 


Hrm U w i r<t*nrm\*+ — 
POIOW HTTHC 5 ir4 

cmwtMffwtmro 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


_ 

«U4#^TAf*VR«l RmA >M»| 

^ f Hw R>:h.Ri l«A ?ip»n 

Cbr»r«y Merit 
ImQlaiWIWlt 

* ^i u i . u- i VI *®rit fwaremeed 

Ail l nAww MlyyIAri 
Km otferirg S*U« PwmI InrtalittM 
EMAIL anbfoofiiqmiKn qmiiUam 
? TKL«14«4S49SS0i077A4 344712 


Gardens 1 

Mole Catcher 





ORNHAYES 
U RSERY 

Quality Trees 
FNO,>i Devon 

Wtnrm w TUB 

iwa emu iu.e naul 
C>owwiw Tun. Huev.i. 
0*141 Smn. Oxtail Rn 
Sohi 

f Opeffdi*! how% Ham-M om do FM 
V.MIam-tfpn Not 

flieuA. £AI> Zl* 

L 01144 2A474A eee M ■■!■»■■ ■» 


Trusted Mole 
Pest Control 

Traps not poison 
Safe for children and pets 

Robin Gundry 

07802 800124 / 01404 881 55S 


Gardens 



ARBORICARE it; 


LTD E*«. 1988 

TREE SURGERY AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE 

• HLLY INSURED • FULLYQUALIPIKD • COUNCIL APPROVED 

• ALL ASPECTS OF STAFF • POLLARDING 

TREEWORK • PRUNING AND • ESTATE 

• FELLING MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT 

• PLANTING 


• STL* MM GRIDING 


• 24 HOUR CALL OUT 


Call Colin Inder For Free Quotation 

T: 01823 462972 M: 07831 108445 

www.arboricare.co.uk • enquiries@arboricare.co.uk 
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The technology has changed but the weather hasn't. 
Service only £199 Inclusive. 

Any make or model of vehicle. 

Complimentary Services: 

Awhile you wait option with WiFi, TV, magazines and a great cup of coffee 
A price match promise any like for like wntten quotation (10 mile radius) 

Collection and Delivery service covering Exmoor and sunrounding areas 
Pre-booked Courtesy Car ^ 

Wash and Vac r... rr y.fC’l 

58 point safety inspection 

% 

Call the Service Team now on 01823 660660 
or email service@wellingtonmotors.co.uk 



Wellington Motors 4wd Centre 


MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 

WINNER 


01823 660660 

Taunton Vale House. Chelston. Nr. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JE 

www.wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


NATIONAL CUSTOMER 
CARE AWARD 
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RODGERS 

SOUTH WEST tV\t UifftYtMt’ 



Culmhead £1,275,000 


Wt rurt iuec**4kJty Sold chit property to buyer* from out erf ft* art* And arc a looking for more term* with Und to add to our Sentence and Dtfron perdbto 
of FINE HOMES. If you arc thmkirrg of sdltig or Kavir^g dfficuky bndng i buyer please CaNTfnocfy Rodgers on 01823 252 500 

WE ARE ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR MORE HOMES TO OFFER GENUINE BUYERS IN TAUNTON AND NEARBY VILLAGES 



D| DftCDC 

l\UV3Cf\j Open 7 Days o Week 

01823 252 500 

(OUTM WIIT 

town arid Country Homo Specialists 

www.i i t.com 

18 Bridge Street. Taunton. Somerset, TAI 1UB 

sa es@rodgefssouthwest.com 
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SOUTHERN FUELS 

YOUR .OCAI INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 



BASED IN HONITON 

RING US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON 

HEATING OIL ROAD DIESEL RED DIESEL 

0 01404 831775 6S) 












